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:3 ID P O B T. 

In thmo dark vl&ys of th© Republicj there is light 
ie ilie dwtUmg of ike skTe. Tim mighty revoktioa 
■which has chaaged the aspwt of all things around mf 
and eTokod a was which is strikiag fatal blows at com- 
laercial .prosperity aad domestic happiness ; which hw 
b&thed the land in blood and in tears, and whis5> 
threatens o\ir national exist^ca, i& slowly and surely 
dtostroyixkg its own eaussj the Bystem of Ainerief$« 
StftTery. Of the four milUous of slaves, to yfhom 
deliverance our life-long labors w«r© pledged, more 
tkaa three milUons were, on the morning of the first 
day of J&nft&rj. 1863, decWred by the highest law of 
the land, thenceforward and foreTcr fbee ; aad Horth- 
em Abolitio;iu?t3 from Maine to Minnesataj johied 
M'itii Iks Freodmeii of the ricD-swivmrn and cottoia- 
fi-dds from Carolina to Tezaa, in the gl&d ehoat'of 
" Glory to|God in the highost !" The dayof America'B 
jabiloQ has dawaedai last ; and we who have watched 
and striven through the dark night of her despotism, 
now hail that dawning with joy aad gratitude mat* 
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terable ; and in faitb and hopo \<o.if. for the ascending 
of its £uu tu iLiO Eenith. 

It is a pleasant task to trace tlio tokc-u3 of our na- 
tloa'a pro|;ri ;;3 during tko past yoar. Some of tho 
most uninistakablG of these are found in tho enact- 
ineDtiJ of Oongre&s. On the 25th of February, I8G25 
tbo House of Representatives pag-sed, by a \oto vi 
cighty-tbreo yeas, againgfe forty-two nays, a bill for- 
bidding any person connected with thv^ army or navy, 
on penalty c<f dismission from the serTico, to aid in 
the return of fugitive slaves to their m asters; and on 
tho 10th of March following, the bill vais passed in 
the Senate, by a vote of tM'enty-nine yeas against 
nine nays. Though, regarded abstraGtly, this prohi« 
bition on the parfc of a government fighting for the 
maictenanco of free institations against siaveholding 
rebels, seems less remarkable than the necessity for 
its tifierancer j when viewed in connection with the 
past history of oiir nation, and the ioag-existiag re- 
lations between tho North and South, it is evidently a 
triumph of liberty. As such it was gratefully hailed 
bv the abolitlonistSi 

A profoundcr gratitude, ti. higher joy vraa ours, wheu 
Freedom. \ras proclaimed to every slave in the District 
of Columbia. That was the first ripe sheaf of the 
full harvest unto which the uboHtionists, toiling in the 
patience of hopcj for thirty years, had looked steadily 
forward, with Bool-inspiring faith. We garnered it 
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wltn iis-uticralxlaj almost dleat, joj' t ccnsfiloas, etea 
tbenj ooascioas now, that tay greAtnsjfj of iho o-fent, 
and its far-reacMng infitLences, '^ere btst fi^f compre- 
hsmled bj tie nation or bj oiir6elTe&, Partly bj 
reason of its groataefs *y partly b&o»^ of our a&rored 
f&ith tlireugli all those years of tail, that it woiilvi 
oame. Oar ririd atiticipatioa h&d -i^miliarlsed the 
reality. Yet we remember wellj -whrn it "was accounted 
& bold actios to eigfi & petition to Oongrees for the 
abolition of elayery in the District of Columbia, irhsa 
to circulate each petitioas exposed the &ppUeaat to 
insult, and -when the right of such petitioning was do* 
aiod orv the fioor of CoEgresa. There was oae srhoso 
hoary he&d, and epotless life, and pfttriotio semoe, 
proved no shield gainst the Bcofia *nd threats of tiw 
haters of H'reedom aunietering at her deseortted 
altars, -when he stood there, the champion of tih*t 
sacred Tight of petition ; one wKoi, dying in. those halls, 
forever aesociated iiis name with faithful Bemce there, 
and went up to heaven with the words of his teatimonnf 
against slavery upon his lips ; to await this hour 
whe« thft scene of his conflict, the capital of onr na« 
iion, Ehould bo purified- frora its poliution, and ba 
newly and Trorthily de-dicated to Liberty. 

The 16th day of April, 1862, will be remetnbered 
in years to come, as an epoch in our country's hiBtorj, 
On that day, iact President of the United States af- 
fixed his signature to the bill which declared** That ail 

^ 1* 
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persona heid to service or labor in the District of Co- 
lumbia, lij reason of African descent, are- hereby dis- 
charged aud freed of and from all claim to such, ser- 
vice or labor; and, froai and after the passage of this 
act, neither slavery nor involuntarj sci'vitude, except 
for crime, whereof tho party ehali be duly convictedj 
fihall hereafter exist in said District." This bill hadj 
on the tiiird day of April> passed the Senate by a vote 
of twenty-nine yea^ againfet fourteen nays, and on the 
eleTentii of April it had been pu^ssed, in the House, 
by the overwhelming vote of ninety-two yeas to thirty- 
eight nays. 

The tcstioiony to the safety and general beneficence 
of this act, borne by the abolitionists before its aocom- 
plishment, was re-iterated by their opponents when the 
deed wag; done. Tho following oomment was made, not 
by an anti-f lavery journal, but by a daily newspaper, 
edited by the clerk of the 17. S. Senate, a man long well- 
known as a Democrat, and, until recently, a hearty 
opponent of abolitionists. 

^* The emancipation of slaves ip the District of Col- 
lanbia was one of the most suggestive events of the 
age. It was an example and an illustration. The 
great idea of the past century, the idea which had as- 
sociated -and identjfled itself with our institutions^ was 
St Isst tried by a practical test. Good rostilts came 
from it ; none of the evils dreaded and prophesied 
have been manifested. It was a simplo measure of 
legislative policy, and was established amid great op- 
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position and feeling. Yet it was BUoceeded by no 
agitation, no out-breaks of popular prejudice. Tlie 
District of Columbia is now a free Territory bj tho 
easy operation of a stitute law—bj vih&t eneraies of 
tke measure called forcible eniatieipation — and yet 
the District of Columbia is as pleasant and prosperoua 
as' at any period of its'Mstory," 

Thus transpired one of the great eTencs of this age j 
itseix . a prophecy of greater. It iras speedily foUowcd 
by tho Congressional enactment which has for ever 
prohibited the esistenc© of slavery in the Territoriea 
of the United States. On the 0th of May, 1862, the 
House of BLepresentatives by a vote of eighty-fivo 
yeas to forty Bays, passed a bill declaring, " That 
slavery, or involuntary servitude, in all cases whatso- 
eirorj other than in punishment of crime, whereof tho 
party shall bo duly convicted, shall henceforfyh cease, 
and be prohibited forever in all tho territories of tho 
United States now existiiig, or hereafter to bo forn i i r 
or acquired in any way." 

On the 9th of June following, the bill i cd Uu 
Senate by a vote of twenty-eight yeas io i .;, jia); 
and, by the signature of the President, at 
the law of the land. 

If it were difficult to opprchend and fully , ^ 
tho grandeur of the event, when the Blaveo oi ^ • ; ;L - 
trios, of Columbia were made freeraen, and ij ...do! 
was assured to their posterity forever : Biill more uil'-. 
uwuli was it to measure tho depth of mccM-ing ca.ul;!,i!icd 



in the few, brief words eDgrosted cm thaipar-cbaent 
ecroll which is tho charter of freedom to oar Territo- 
ries. When th.at rast territory etretchlDg from the 
Mis&i&gippi Valley to the Pacific, now lying eiient and 
b-eciUtiful in its unshorn gro*fth of centuries/"' shall 
be peopled by tho rushing tides of emigration from 
iho E&st, when the load murmttr of loK>ms and gpm- 
dies shall mingle with the mosio of its streams and 
ireterfalls ; ■when its hills ahail be crowned ifith school 
bou&e-B and ebtirches and legislative halls ; and stkng 
its valleys sliaU comm the iron roadj and eomnerec and 
art and manufactnres ehall mimster to its mighty pop- 
ttlation,thenmajfche generations -^rhojone afte^^anothers 
grew up under the protecting power and fostering care 
of its free iibtitutions ponder the meaning Juad the value 
of the words which conferred on them afree preisg, a free 
pulpit> free speech, free thought, and all the wealth, 
raftterial iatellectaal and spiritual, wHch these pro- 
duce ; and saved them from the perpetually renewed 
curse of slavery, which has smitten with blight and 
rain so many States of this Bepublic. But who can 
faithfully portray the -contrast ? Tho hmnan intellect 
fihrinks J}ackj appalled, from thft task ; and thti heart 
takeii up the crys Glory to GoU in the highest; on 
earth, peace, and good will to man 1" 

ThofiO great deeds done for freedom are aoHho only 
evidciKv:. /n/ jjifiLcd by CongreGi: of the growing lovu 
of liberty m the popular iiea.rt. " IThe psiisa-ge of tho 
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bill authorking tbe President to earol andrecoire into 
the army and navy of tho United States vo]iint<M;rs 
of African de&cent, is a triumph orer that mean and 
■vrickcd prejudioo against our colored follow fitiaeag, 
go long cherished by the chtirck and by the Btate, 

In retracing the cours-e pursued by the Pro^iiderit of 
tho United States., diiring the year, iyo find iadiLbita- 
blo evidence of some moral progress on the pari of 
tho people. It ff-aa with disappointment and pain that 
the frientle of Liberty listened to his ofScial declara- 
tion, iu May, 1862, that Gen. H-anier's proclaniation of 
freedom to the elanes in his Jslilitary Department, was 
null and void. It was with equal pain and disappointment 
that thej Estened for one "word of public oflicial pro- 
tost againet the barbarous policy of his sgent, Got. 
Stanley, in closing tho schools for the emancipated 
slaves of North Carolina^ and commanding tho ren- 
dition of those freedmen to their former masters. But 
in less than t^o months afterwards, his earaest appeal 
to tho Border Slavcholding StateiS to accept the pro- 
posal for compensated gradual emancipation suggested 
by him to Oongri^ss in the month of March previouSj 
vra;; jo)'oii iy hailed by xw, as a ray of hope for tho 
slave. Months rolled on, H^'hich might be counted as 
years iu the intensity of our natiomil life, and the 
momentous history ^Yhich they it ere m^akingjVhen the 
nation Vfas starllcdby the m.emorablo proclamation of 
tho 22d of September, which declared " That on tho 
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firs* d»j of January, ia tJia yoaar of our Lord oiw 
thoufiiind dgkt hundred amd sixty-three, all persona 
hold as slaves in any State, the people whererf shall 
then bo in rebellion against the United States, shall 
bo theny theaoeforward, and forever free ; and the 
ExecntiTo government of the United States, including 
the military aad naval aathority thereof^ will reoog- 
cue aad mazntoin the freedom of such persons, and 
will do no act or aots to repr ess si^ch persons, or any 
of thorn in any efibrts they may make for their actual 
freedom." 

The announcement, in the month of November, 
that the President had removed Gen. M^Glellan from 
theoommand of the Army of the Potomac, and had 
put Gen. Bumside in his place, indicated that the army 
was to be prepaid to execute this policy of emanci- 
pation. The agoniaing doubt, the painful alternations 
of hop© and fear which were endored by the friends of 
Freedom during those throe probationary months, arc 
forgotten, and shall be no more remembered in tli* joy 
and glory of the crowning act of Abraham Lincoln's 
administration, which, on tho morning of the firat of 
January, 1863, indiasolubly aasocifltcxl big name with 
America's day of jabilec. 

Not only in tho Ijogislativo and Executive depart- 
OiCnts of our Govornmont do wo find tokens of the eieady 
progress of tho spirit of Liberty. Tbo history of thv 
Aruxj and Kavy during tlxo war, ahows n'l^m uf promiao 
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oquftUj bright. Officers in high etfttim m botit^^ffho, ui 
the commencement of the rehelUon, were e&gor to disk 
play their fidelity to slavery, are now to he foond bear- 
ing the strongest testimony to its enormous injustice, 
and its danger to the nation. General Honteir has 
taught tn to forget some earlier deeds of his by those 
gloriouB-wiords uttered on the 9th of May, 1862, deolar- 
ing the disTM of Georgia Florida, and Soa& OaroliDS, 
ikmc^orwardfive. 0«n- Bofelerhas obliterated the re^ 
«ord made on his first Antraiaoe into Maryland, by his 
proelamation callingthe free colored GOtriZBNB of Louis^ 
iana to arms, in defence of their homes, their wives, and 
their children, and of their country's flag; by his 
frank evowal of the radical change of ins sentiments 
upon the subject of slavery, and his earnest exhorta- 
tions to his oountrymen to take care, lest in their op- 
pression oS tibe nc^ro, they "be found fighting against 
God." The Secretary of the Navy hse announced 
that the £ugitive slave enlisteii in the naval service, is 
safe -within the protection of the U. 8. Government, 
And volumes might bo written of the thrilling nanrft- 
tivcs of slaves rescued by the brave bands and sympi^ 
thetic hearts of our soldiers ; somettimes at the peril 
of the displeasure of their superior officers; some- 
times, indeed, in open defiance of their inhuman com- 
mands, Tbo manner in i^ iiich the Proclamation of 
JBImaooipation has been received in the army, in difibr 
cat parts of the cuuntry^ indicates an improvod i<me 
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of feeling tofrar-ds the colored man, and increasing 
clearness ,f perceptioa respecting the real caa&e of 
tli0 ^niT. 

Altliougb the iaflaence of the Border Slave States 
h&s been jtistly regarded &8 a seriotis impediment to 
the progress of libertv, and to the efficiency of the— 
GoTemment in tho suppression of the rebellion, wo 
find, withia some of these, decided movements toward 
the emancipation of their own slaTes ; and -we may 
reasoiiably hope that M-issouri, Delaware, and West- 
ern Yirginia will soon be numbered with the Free 
States of America, 

The recently awakened opposition to the foreign 
elave trade, which we noticed in our last Report, as 
evinced by the first capital conviction under this laws 
of the United States agjdnBt this trade, was, soon after 
manifested by the unanimous consent of the Senate 
to a treaty negotiated by the Secretary of State, be- 
tween the British Government and our own, for the 
purpose of the suppression of the trade ; and by the 
csonviction and sentencing to imprisonment for five 
years, of Albert Horn, charged with fitting out the 
tteamer City of Kyrfolkj foi- that traSic. 

Another step of progress, another indication of a 
returning sen&e of justice in the American people, 
fraught with immcii.se consequences to the victimB of 
long-continued hate and oppression, is the recent de- 
cision of. the United- States Attorney-General, . that 
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fre-e tnen of color, born in the Unitc-d Btate^^ are eitl- 
sens of the United St-ates. TMs is one &ct of atone- 
raent performed to'^turds an ontragod elsiss of cxir 
ootuitrjrcfcn, over wluch ire heartily rejoice. 

Tuus, during tke eTentful year, Las the abolitloa- 
iBtj iu grateful joy, garnered the first ehesves from 
his long and patient sowing, aooaontiag each an earn- 
est of the full in-gaUiering, and waited aad listened 
for the command from hfs&Yen, " Thraet in thy sickk 
and re&p, for th© time h&» corns for thee to reap i far 
the harvest is ripe." Wo caught the &OEsd of th&i 
Toiee, mmgled with the jubilee Bhouts 'which biu^t 
^rom the lipa of ea&t^chi&ed milll<m (m ^ mmtii^g 
which ttfihered in the new ^&Kt, On ih«>t d&jr an 
&ngel p&^^ oyer cnr lind, and entering th^ hoTel of 
the filavej transformed it into ft HOME. He stooped 
OTcr a hnndred thousand cradles, and breathed the 
breath of a new life iato the Bonk of their ttnoonscious 
occup&nta, and bade a himdred ihonsand mothers 
claep, for the first time, free children in their arms* 
He tonehed the manacles of three million dares, and 
they lay broken at froedmen's feet» Around that day 
h&'X cluskTed tiio bopea of all lovere of Ijkrrty m the 
i&nd ; far its coming their hearts had trslted a.ud 
longed, with hope acd fear^ with prayer and faith. 
Tha ProclaiD^ation of tho President., announcing that 
the hour of Emandpation h&d come, a\tok& & responso 
from the nation which confirmed the wisdom of the 
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decision tliat this was tlic weapon wMchj alone, could 
Btnko a mortal blow against the rcbe'ilton. The 
iVi( is of the Union, the loval men and women of 
the land, in tbe North and in tho Soutb, replied, 
"Amen : so let it be !" From cccksiastical convcn- 
tionSj and legislative &,S2cmblies, from Union Leagues, 
fnom editorial chairS; and from pulpits, came their 
hearty responses of appTObatiC. and joj. While 
Northern abolitionists wcrs holding meetings of tbankf?- 
giving for tbe dawn of the jttbilee, the citizens of New 
Orleans, people who had been life-long slaveholders, 
crowded the largest building in their city, and with- 
oafc a dissenting Toice, and with Yociferoua cheers, 
uttered their sentiments in the following language ; 

" Mesohedf That we are prepared to sustain the 
OoTemment of the Union in all meascres adopted for 
the suppression of the rebelFon : and that we folly 
approve the war measure set out in the Proclamation 
of the President, of Jan. let, 1868, as one called for 
by the exigencies of the contest, consummating at 
moe &n act of justice to one class, and inflicting, at 
thes^e time, on another class persisting in rebellion, 
the blow best calculated to reduce them to obedien<so 
to the laws." 

From the dielcyal people of the North, the men 

whose ByrapathicE are vn'th the robcUion, tuid wlio are 
hoping for the defeat of oar Government in thisetrtig- 
gle, came a wail of lamcaiation and a cry that the 
Proclamation was illegal, unconstitutional, and its 
author a despot. And the armed leaders of the re- 
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belliott listened to it in fierco wrath, and paurcd out 
malodictioas and tbieata of new vengoancc. Un-vrlt- 
tinglj they testified that they were &m.ittea between 
the joiiits of tlieir Larne&s. 

In our £reat joy over this annouact;meiit of the' 
cmaucipatiou of tbro© milEon. slaves, -wq did not 
forget that it did not "proclaim liberty through- 
out all the l&nd, to all the mhabuauui thereof Dor 
"jfcro we unmindful of the fact that the full enforce- 
ment of tbo decree most depend, in great meftsurc^ on 
the future success of the United States armies. But 
we know tbat mighty moral revolutione are aooom- 
plifihed by slow steps, though, seen in the retrospect of 
centuries, they seem tbe work of fcn hour. No Joy 
was too great, no thanksgiving too fearvent, for the 
proclamation which legalized the freedom of so large' 
a portion of the Elaves of the United States. Of those 
excepted from freedom by this proclamation, we have 
tbo testimony of General Butler, that of the 87,000 
of tbcm who arc in Louisiana, nearly all were ali-eady 
freed by other edicts, and the testimony of an eye wit- 
ness, that the slaves of Norfolk and Virginia, believ- 
ing that the PrerJdent had Gmancipated them, rcfuBcd 
to MQik any longer for their former masters, "tYithout 
Trapes, and that, there being no power to compel them 
to do sOj virtual emancipation hai? taken pi at^e even 
in those cities, "where the President promised that 
" all thmgs should remain as they were." 
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Time wonld fail m to record all the hopefol slgas^f 
the times, which have cheered m during the past year. 
Wo have heard testimonies to the danger and the injus- 
tice of skreholding, from men in high places, ^.rho, in 
the days of the slaveholder's prosperity, oared little for 
Ms victim. We have mtnessed the establishment of 
&a anti-slavery newspaper in South Carolina, and the 
reception, in Waahingtcn, of a colored man as the ac- 
credited minister of the Haytien Government. We 
have seen the heroism of patriotic colored men ao- 
kaowledged and rewarded by our Government. And 
have echoed the shout of joy which arose from 
tropic isles, when the Government of Holland issued 
it$ decree that, on the first day of Jaly, 186S, slavery 
in its colonies shall be forever abolished. 

But while w© have rejoiced in these indications of 
the triumph of oar canse^ we have not been nnsware 
of other and very different tokens of popular feeling, 
aor unmindful of the darker side of the past year's 
history. The fact is revealed, clearly and sadlj 
enough, that this nation has not heartily repented of 
its sins a^inst the slave. The attempts of Northern 
St&tes to legislate against the ingress of colored per- 
soiiB seeking- residence; tho repeated rendition by 
army ofHcere of fugitive slaves to their rebel masters, 
even when these slaves had brought to our camp^ val- 
uable information respecting the rehel forces ; and 
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other elmilar facts, bear terrible Tritnesa that the prido 
of the nation is not yet hambled, nor its heart petii- 
tentlj desirous to make atonemeat to the victims of 
its oppression. It is mth shame and sorrow that wo 
record the f&ct that, in our own city, a Sergeant in the 
First Regiment of Soutb Carolina Volunteers, a man 
•who, vrilling to forget the accumulated wrongs of our 
ijovernraent toward himself and his race, and trust 
ifs promise of future protection and justice, volun- 
fceered to fight in its defence ^ was insulted and as- 
saulted by men calling themselves American citizens. 
And the fact Etill remains, that in this city, crowded 
with churches, and richly adorned with the parapher- 
nalia of religion, there is not living Chrigtiaaity 
enough to overcome the prejudice which refuses to the 
colored man a Beat in our railroad cars. 

In spite of all the Boorn and injustice which our. 
Qolored population have received from the American, 
people, they are proving to-day their willingness and 
their ability to defend, on the battle-field, our nation- 
al existence. In the West and in the South, in camp, 
and on the field, military commanders have borne wit-, 
nees to the value of their services. Information, re- 
ceived from them has turned the tide of battle, and 
they have been actors in some of the most daring 
feats of the war. The testimony to their courage, 
and t.rowess, and fidelity, comes from Buch olEcerg as 
General Hunter and General Saxton. And these are 

2* 
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the men whoso aid in the sttppression of the rebellion 
this nation so long rejected with scorn. It is difficult 
to discern which is greater, the folly or the wicked- 
ness of this nation in its treatment of the colored man, 
bond and &ee, since the commencement of the rebel- 
lion. It might have taken counsel of the wiser in- 
stinct of the slaveholders. The mortal terror into 
which they were thrown by the proposal to arm the 
elaves in the defence of the United States, and by the 
conditional Proclamation of Emancipation, issued in 
September, clearly indicated the weapon which could 
reach the hears of the rebellion. Yet very slowly 
and very reluctantly is the Ncrth. yielding wn its 
prejudice on this aubject, and acknowledging the 
value of a class of coacy&tors whom it- has loug 
been accustomed to despise. Even during the 
heat of the confiict for our nation's life, while its 
soldiers were perishing on the field and in the hos- 
pitalj and the stern call rang through the land for 
men to fill the vacant places, and Congress was pre- 
paring conscription acts for the dire emergency, the 
President was carefully elaborating plans for the col- 
onlxelion in distant countries of large n«imbers of 
able-bodied, loyal citizens, who were eager to enlist ia 
their ecmntry's defence. 

The events of the last two years have so clearly writ- 
ten the causes, proximate and remote, of the nationV 
calamityj and its perils at the present hour, that ho 
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who rsms may read them. Now, politiciaois and states- 
men, conservative presses and timid pulpits, are re- 
iterating tlie language whicli was prophecy on the lipa 
of abolitionists thirty years ago. The people who 
heeded it not, then, may listen with more deference 
and intenser interest when a Democratic General tells 
them that slavery 'azs caused the war which is costing 
them so much money and so many lives, and that only 
by its abolition can the North succeed j they may 
ponder seriously the meaning of the words, when a 
Secretary of State warns titem of "the danger to 
which the Federal connection with slavery is exposing 
the Republic," and assures them that "if the war con- 
tinue^ indefinitely, a servile war is only a question of 
time;" and that "the problem is, whether the strife 
shall be left to go to i\mt point." There was a period 
when it seemed as if its own Constitution was to be a 
mill-stone on the neck of a mighty nation struggling 
in deep waters; but that hour has passed. The 
danger now is that ftdse peace and temporary finan- 
cial prosperity may be purchased by the sacrifice of 
the principles which are the basb of ail noble na- 
tional life. The. most dangerous, because most insidi- 
ous, foes of our country are not those who ride armed 
against her on the battle fields of Virginia and Ten- 
nessee, or steer piratical ships along gQuthem coasts ; 
they are the disloyal men of the North who secretly 
plot her destruction ; moa. vho mwM. barter^p^thing 
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for place, and power, and gold, and in vfbose cstima- 
ihn principles of justice, human liberty, the law of 
right, are things so ehadoffv and unreal that thcv ac- 
count them the creations of a finatic's broiu. Of lit- 
tle moment to such men is it whether the nation main* 
tains or saerifices her honor and integrity ; of little 
moment ■\thether the freedom of millions of human 
beings bo lost or won in this contest. Against these 
foes must the Republic defend herself, if she In to be 
f>aved. 

At the end of another jtur of aDti-slavefy y(oi% 
and looking forward vdth hope and joy to its speedy 
completion, wo see dearly revealed the duties which 
the present time demands of the abolitionists. It was 
their first task to I'oiise the nation from its slumber 
in moral death, to open its ear to the cry of the slaYO ; 
and then to destroy, one ;iftcr another, those subter- 
fuges beneath which a guilty Church and State sought 
to escape from the claims of justice. Their mission 
has been to stand before the American people, the 
representatives of the Amcricau slave; It is their 
mission still. They have simg pD3anB over every tri- 
umpli of Liberty in tliolaiid; tiny liave f.-houtt:d for 
joy to liije ihe Hag of their country Nvave protectinaly 
over emancipated slaves; they have gro.tefully ac- 
hnowlcd'ied every deed which the GoYcrnnicut It a:-, 
done for Freedom. Yet ilicy knovi' that their own 
work' is not done. Having been' set for the defencd 
of the slave's' liberty, it is their Bolcmu duty to re- 
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main at their post until bis enfranchisement is aeoom- 
pUshcd. At this crLsis their duty la towat-h, ^ith 
eaglo OYe. every approa-ch of daagerj and to lYani.j 
Yiitli trumpet tone, the Government and the pcK)ple 
agalrLBt every cour&e -which may prove dl&astrouis to 
Liberty. They must still urge their demand, in the 
elave's name, for unkenal em.aiiclpation,. This, tkei? 
peculiar work, they may not leave for easier tasks, 
nor delegate to other Lands. 

lu the perfo rmance of our ehare of this -work, this So- 
ciety ka-s devoted a considerable portion of lUi funds to 
the circulation of the National Anti-Slavery Ftandiardj 
and other Anti-Slavery ne^rspapers ; believing that in 
no more effective way could they aid in guiding aright 
thQ popular sentiment v?hic]i must ultimately decido 
tho fate of tlie nation. In various vrays it has also 
utt.ered its testimony in hearty approval of every pror- 
gressive step on the part of our Government, and of 
earnest censure of each act of disloyalty to Freedom. 
Among its members, as among the members of all tho 
Anti-Slavery ABSociations of tho country, the call fur 
aid, vrhich has come to us from the newiy emancipated 
filfiVCB, hafi finuitl an earnest rGspon,&e ; and one of our 
iiumUor, vihui,-o o-urlv youlh \'Hi'.\ couiiccrritcd to tli(" 
Anti-Slavci-y caus^e, and vrhoso first labors in its be- 
half Yi'crc performed in connection -VYith this Society, 
■went from us hiwi L-uuimer. on & tralv Ohrifitian mk- 
sion to the froedmeu of Port lioyal. Her faithful 
and valuable service here, is a aure pledge of her seal 
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and iEdelity, in any department of labor which she 
may find in South Carolina. 

Tho Port Royal experiment, as it has been called, 
has demonstrated, for those who need the demonstra- 
tion, that the fllave is willing to work and able to tako 
care of himself. It is not an enthusiastic abolitionist, 
but the Secretary of tho Treasury, who tells us that 
the United States Government has received from tho 
labor of the freedraen of these islands, more than it 
has expended in their maintenance. Tho experiment 
haf» been conducted on a sufficiently large scale, and 
has proved sufficiently successful, to convince tho 
most incredulous of the safe practical working of tho 
thonry of immediate emancipation. 

Turning from tho eventful past, wo look with in- 
tense solicitude to our country's future, asking the 
question which none can answer, Shall the nation 
bosaved bythpRtcrn diHcipliiuMvliifh f-lie is cnduriiifj;? 
()n(> by one she liaa allowtMl thv /.golden opportuniticH 
to pafv!5 by, when bIio might have arisdn in (lie l)c:iuly 
and Htrength of rigljiooiiHiicsM, and, by one great act 
of penitence and of jn^^tico, taken tho }iigh(>Kt plaeo 
among tho nations of tlic earth. Willi grntilnd^; to 
Gix] wc liail the slave's dclivcraFUM^ ; but wlfh sliairun 
for <nir roiuitry wc acknowledge t)i;jt, witli tl)c rrluc- 
tiincf uf riisnaoh, ^lio !oo;-< d ju r ;i;ra!;j> u{)An the vie- 
tinis whom (lar('<l !!<> loftg< r hold. Will yet, 
in an hour of ntroiig truiptatiom, j>nr'^uc their ha.sti]y- 
rctvr.jtinf*; hlcpn, an<i pcri.sh in u ecu of i)io(»d V (iud 
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has set tho American people face to £aco, with the 
slave, saying : Sec in him whom you have hated, in- 
Bulted, outraged, your otily way of salvation : accept 
it or perish. 

" There aro bailies with Fate which cm never be won." 

The only question is, will the nation surrender to 
God in time to escape dovstruction ? If lessons of re- 
tributive justice will teach wisdom, even cho slave- 
holders may now learn it. For the blood of the slave, 
their own biood has been required ; the lands from 
which they have fled in terror, the lands tilled by un- 
requited labor, bavo been appropriated to the use of 
their rescued victims ; in their deserted halls sits tho 
Northern abolitionist teaching the slave to read the 
^declaration of Independence ; and in the forests and 
caves of Northern Alabama, white men have been 
hunted by blood-hounds put upon their track by ofS- 
ccra of *he Rebel army enforcing their act of conscrip- 
tion. Verily the measure which tlw y meted to the 
Blavc haa boon meafiured unto them ; a^id tho cup 
whicii they gave him to drink, has been pressed to 
tlu ir own lipH, 

Hopefully Wo await the developmenta of the future. 
Tlic faith in Truth and the Right which has suataiueii 
«a through i\w v'h Ih^iUmIvh of thirty years of anti- 
f^laviry warfuro, inKpirrn us with courage in this 
Fokmn ci-isis. .Munt; all tho elomcnta of j.oiitical 
and inaral confsu'ioti in tho ntrifo, we diwcorn an omni- 
]>otonl hand guiding thif< rovulution, and "wo confisli.i 
ly truHt tliat tho iiory ordeal through >iiUich the nation 
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is p!is.sing^ will prove to 1)3, not racroly tlio jiist pen 
alty of sin, but tho nierdfiil discipline which educates 
and savos a People. Sorely ■we havo almost come 
unto tkat hour "which, through long and weary years, 
Tre h.a?o anticipated as a full recompease for all toil 
and sacrifice. Some "who shared these anticipations 
with us, and who, from tho commencement of our 
enterprise, have been its most loyal friends and staunch 
defenders, haYe, during tho past year, finbhed their 
work, and passed from our sight.* The laborer has 
left tho harve.'st i?hito for hia reaping j tho soldier has 
fallen on the field, as the ehout of victory was breaking 
along the ranks. One ,of our own membere^f yfho 
labored in this Society most faithfully for many years, 
has recently been added to that large number "who, 
year after year, have fallen Oxi tho anti-slavery field, 
with their " last breath crying, Onvrard." "Theso 
all died in faith" that the Right must conquer ; and 
the memory of their unshaken fidelity to an unpopular 
and righteous cause is^ tho rioh inheritance ivhieh they 
have bequeathed to us. 

To tho \fOTk T?hieh remains for tis to do, we joyl'ully 
addre.'rs ourBelveu : devoutly tbuukful fur vXl that hu;; 
been attained, and strong in faith that the hour of 
finsil victory io at hand, when the al.iolitionist jnav put 
off his ai'Dior, and f-iogj. Jehovuli hatli triumijlicd. 
His people are free." 

* Henrv Grow, BGnJamia S. ^'orx&B, Waraer Justice. 
! EUsabsth Cg^itsaUv 
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THE EMANCIPATION PROCLAMATION. 

Wherea-fij On tho ivfenty-e-eoond day of September, 
in tho year of our Lard one thoui^nd eight hundred 
and slxty-t"«o, a proclamation was ibsaed by tho Prc- 
fiident of the United StateB, oontaiaing among other 
things, the foUowing, to 'wit : 

That on the first day of JamaiLry, In tbo year cf 
our Lord one tbous&ntl eight hundred &rrd rixty-threcj 
all pcrevES held ^ slaves wiihiu any Stut^, or desig- 
nated part of a State, the people i^hereol H then 
bo la rebellion against tlie United States, 6^0** be 
then, tbenceforw&rd, and forever, free, and the Execu- 
tivo Government of the United States, including the 
military and naval authority thereof, will recognize 
and maintain tho freedom of such persons, and will do 
no act or &ct« to repress ench persons, or any of them, 
in any eftort they may make for their active freedom. 
That the Eseeutive will^ on the fijgt day of January 
aforesaid, by proclamation, designate the States and 
part^> of Stv,t:p, if any, in ^hich the people therein, 
rchpi^ctlYclVj i-li:iH ilu-n ]>^^ in 2\;lt']lic'ii tgdnst tho 
United States, and the fact that uny State, and the 
y>cor;lo thereof, eliall, on Vrtxi day, bo in good fdtU 
rcprciiiontcd iu tho Coiif.£c..-.i of tho United State.;, by 
members chosen thorciu, ut dectioiiB, vvhereiu h ma- 
jority of the qualified voters of euch State shall haTe 
participated, ehall, in the absence cf strong counter- 
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railiag tostimony, be doomed conclusive evidence that 
siioli State uid the people thereof are not then in re- 
bidlioA QgaiMttlie Cnhed State* !" 

Now, therefore) I, AbrahaiA Lincoln, President of 
the Uaitod 9t»t«0a hf virUio of the power in roe 
vetted MXkmmdm49i'(M of the Anny and N«vy 
of the Unit«d StAtes is» lime of actual aroii^d ro]>eliion 

aj{«i|»| ^ Mtlho^^X «94-Q^*«i9t9«ii^ ^ United 
State*, and aa a lit and^ mo9Mwy war meaanro for 
ati^^inMBigac Ap: caid rebeiUoa, df^ oa timf the first 
da^ of Janoar/via the jear of oiur Lord one thousand 
eijj^. hwidvdd aisd ai^ty-Uu^ a>ad, in aooardanee with 
aft/.pw^^ ap tedo, pohlie); |^rocil«»i% foe tha iall 
p^e4 of 09» htmdrvd . dajrf &(Ha tbe daj flrat above 
in«i»ti9ii94» ov4«!F *Na4 d«aigiMU<i a^ tiM Btatea and parts 
of Slated w^^rain Ihft pwfht tlft^reof r^ape^vely 
are tJbis daj an.rebeUloa againal tha United Stataa, 
tke fol|owi!|g,t» iviir ArkiUkOa4» Taza*, Lon^atana 
(except the pariahee of St. BeruArd }'i»qaemiQ<», Jef- 
fereon,St. James, Aacenaion, Aaaomption, Terrebonne, 
LafMurohe, Bt. Martin, and Orieona, inolndixig the city 
of New Oleaaa,) Miaaisaippi, Alabama, Florida, Geor- 
gia, Bevth Carolina, North Oarolina, and Virginia, 
(oxoept the forty-^ight coontuss deaignated as West 
Virgiaia,, ant! %lm the oott.ntlua of Berkley, Acoookac 
Northampt^m, KHaabpth Oity, York, Prinoess Ann, 
arid jSorfolk, mcluding the cities of Norfolk and Porlv- 
niuuth), and which cxccptinl parts arc fur the prow'tit 
Itift prccifM'ly M if the procltuttAtion were nut iMsui tt. 
Ai»<l, hy virtuu of iLo |>ywer aiid for thu purpohc 
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aforesmtd, I do ordor ftstd declare that all persotui held 
as elavet wiihin the nud deeigoated States and parts 
of said 3late0» are, aiMi henoe^sMrward shall be, free ; 
and that the ExeontiTe Gbternment of the Umted 
States, inclading the military and swYal authorities 
thereof, will recognise' and maintun the fireedom of 
said persons. 

And I hereby enjoin upon the people so deolared to bo 
free, to abstain from all riolenoe, nnlees in tioeessary 
self-defence, and I rooonunond to thoA that in ail oasca 
when allowed, thej labor fUthfoUy for reasonable 
wages. And i further deelara and uaake known, that 
such persoofi, of soitable condition, will be reoeired 
into the armed eerriee of the United States, to gar- 
rison forts, positions, stations amd othar plates, and to 
man yeesels of all sorts in tha oai'^ Aadnpon 
this act, sboerely beliered te be an siet of jostiee, 
WMTaaied hy the Constitntion, opon mititary nooessitr, 
I invoke the considerate jadgment of mankind, and 
the gracious favor of Almighty GWL 

In witness whereof I hare herennto set n»y hand, 
and oaMSsed the seal of the United States to be afRxed, 

[l. r.] Done at the oity <^ Washingtee, this, the 
first day of Jan nary, in the year of onr Lord one 
ihoos&nd eight hundred and sizty-tfaroe, and of tho 
tudcpieindenoe of the United Static of America, the 
cighly-sevcnth. ABB.A^lfi,u LillcX)Li», 

By the iVeaidcnt : 
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